


Totally 
Cool 

Winter's grip locks up life-giving sap. 
But under the ice and snow lurk the 
seeds of life, waiting for the season of 
renewal. 

T he old denim jacket was frayed at the cuffs but too serviceable to 
throw away. So we adopted it from its previous, unknown owner. 

We threw it on to bring in wood for the stove, do the milking or any of 
the other thousand chores of a farm. It saw many a midnight lambing. 
I can see it now, a newborn lamb cradled against its soft, faded cloth 
while we hurried to make ewe and lamb a warm bed on a frozen winter 
night. 

Finally the cloth succumbed, barbed wire helping it along in some 
places, and the jacket was relegated to hanging from a nail in the closet. 
A few years later my teen-age daughter discovered it there, pronounced 
it "totally cool," and introduced it to the college fashion scene. 

I like the idea of getting lots of mileage from a sturdy garment, or any 
other well built article or piece of equipment. It's the ultimate in recy
cling: use it up, wear it out, make it do. Then the old pair of pants 
becomes pieces for a quilt, old metal implements are welded together 
for a gate, even the worn out tractor tire finds use as a planter. How 
quaint and out-of-date it all seems! 

We've grown accustomed to discarding the old and dull in favor of 
the new and shiny. It's a wasteful process, and one that ultimately takes 
its toll on fish, forest and wildlife resources. We have to spin more 
fiber, mine more minerals and burn more fuel for manufacturing; 
meanwhile our landfills get fuller and bigger to hold the dull old dis
cards of our consumerism. 

Wildlife, especially near urban areas, gets squeezed into smaller and 
more isolated habitat. Fish decline when streams are degraded by min
ing and industry. Forests that are cleared for landfills or factories no 
longer produce wood — one of the renewable resources a growing pop
ulation demands. 

Raw materials for meeting our everyday needs aren't infinite, but by 
focusing on renewable raw materials, creating stewardship plans that 
allow careful, continuous harvest, and recycling nonrenewable 
resources we can continue to maintain both our quality of life and the 
health of our land. 

There are some who feel that trees and animals should never be har
vested — that they should somehow be locked up like winter's grip 
locks up tree sap and the juices of new growth: a perpetual winter of 
non-use. It's an apt analogy, for the winter landscape is barren. 

Once we abdicate our role in nature's cycle of predator and prey, 
user and caretaker, we might as well resign ourselves to the loss of the 
trees and animals we set out to preserve. History has shown that the 
hunters, anglers, foresters and tree farmers — conservationists all — 
have contributed far more for wildlife habitat and enlightened forestry 
than all other groups combined. The reason? 

They have a stake in stewardship. 
Conservationists are not wrecking balls of greed and exploitation — 

they are patient harvesters who plant, nurture, grow, harvest and par
ticipate in the cycle of nature. Conservation in Missouri has led to 
expanding forests, growing wildlife populations and more land for 
them to live on. 

Using renewable resources conservatively is nature's recycling plan. 
And, far from being quaint and out-of-date, it's cool. Some would say, 
totally cool. \ KSL\ 
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ZEKE DOOLEY 

In the December 1993 issue, the 
article "Zeke Dooley on Nature, 
Mules, Moonshine and the Human 
Predicament," written by Mitch 
Jayne, is a masterpiece. Never in my 
entire life did I enjoy any article as 
much. This Zeke Dooley is Mark 
Twain, W.C. Fields and Will Rogers 
rolled into one. 

With little to smile about these 
days we need someone like Zeke 
Dooley to put a smile back on our 
faces. 

Thank you for your great mag
azine 

Mrs. Anna Lahrman 
St. Louis 

I especially liked your December 
1993 Missouri Conservationist. Tree 
identification is one of my natural 
history hobbies and I did enjoy the 
oak article. Also, I much enjoyed 

"The Cabin Door" and "Zeke Doo
ley." Though I don't know if Zeke is 
a real person, or a fabrication, I 
enjoyed his comments a lot, and 
would love to see a regular Zeke 
Dooley column. 

Roger Goldblatt 
Kansas City 

AGENT'S NOTEBOOK 

E very winter, when the tem
perature drops near zero and 

ice and snow cover the landscape, 
conservation agents throughout 
the state receive calls from con
cerned citizens asking what they 
can do to feed and protect wild 
animals -usually a flock of quail 
or turkey - that appear to be 
starving. 

Nature will always take its toll 
on wildlife during winter, but we 
can reduce the number of ani
mals that die by providing good 
wildlife habitat on private lands. 
A sure-fire method of feeding 
and protecting wild animals next 
winter is to develop and imple
ment a wildlife habitat plan on 
your land. 

Conservation agents are 
always glad to work with private 
landowners to develop or 
improve wildlife habitat. Agents 
can provide free food plot seed, 
assist with ordering low cost 

cover planting materials and offer 
advice on where and when to 
plant. 

Sharing land with wildlife isn't 
expensive. Farmers can let fence 
rows, gullies, and other areas of 
the farm not used for domestic 
animals grow up in brush and 
weeds. Woodcutters can simply 
leave brush piles, instead of burn
ing them, and they can avoid 
cutting den trees. 

In the middle of winter there 
isn't much a person can do to 
help wild creatures survive. The 
time for action is this spring, 
when planting time arrives. 

Bob 
White 
Texas 

County 

QUAIL POPULATION 

The article by Joel M. Vance regard
ing the research of quail biologists 
was very informative and also com
forting to know the Commission is 
aware of the serious decline of the 
quail population. 

To assist the recovery of the quail 
there is a simple solution, especially 
on the conservation areas. Cut the 
limit to 4 or 5 birds per gun, per day 
and return the season to November 
10th to December 31st. The birds 
taken after January 1st are seed birds 
and should remain as brood stock. 

To quote Tom Daily, "We have 
learned that hunters like the idea of 
quality quail hunting on public 
areas. Over 95 percent didn't mind 
fewer opportunities if the result is 
more quail." 

Listen to the hunters. 

Vernon Krattli 
Napoleon 

HOOKED ON THE HOLIDAYS 

For some years I have used many 
different non-traditional ornaments 
on our Christmas tree. One of the 
more obvious choices are my hus
band's fishing lures. The shapes are 
interesting, they are colorful and 
they catch the light. 

Imagine our delight when we saw 
page 22 of the December 1993 issue 
— a whole tree decorated entirely 
with lures! 

I'd use my own lures on the tree 
as well, but since my bait-of-choice 
is live, I don't think anyone would 
find impaled crickets very festive. 

Thank for the excellent sugges
tions in the accompanying article, 
"Hooked on the Holidays." 

Roberta Tousignant 
St. Louis 

BE AN EARTH STEWARD 

Have you ever noticed how every
one you ask will tell you that they 
love nature and all its inhabitants, 
yet when you observe their actions 
they're almost always, in some way, 
disturbing or destroying it? That a 
little wrapper or a plastic cup won't 
hurt the earth is about as accurate as 
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saying that worms have ears or that 
pigs can fly. 

Nature is like a car— mistreat it 
and it dies. Only when nature dies, 
where are you going to buy a new 
one?... That's why we should not lit
ter, but recycle; we should not 
destroy the forests, but replenish 
them; and we shouldn't harm endan
gered species, but give them life.... 
Please, for all of us, do your part. 

Jeff Reed 
Jefferson City 

CONSERVATIONIST COLLECTORS 

I am writing to let you know how 
much I really enjoy the Missouri 
Conservationist. 

This past summer, it was inter
esting to read about the folks that 
have the magazines going back 40 
years. I have them from about 1980. 
I would like to have a much larger 
collection for reference material. 

Would anyone be willing to 
donate their collection to me if they 
no longer need them? I would gladly 
travel to pick them up. 

Thank you very much for your 
assistance. 

Donald R. Quiel 
St. Louis, 63109 

Hats off to a fine publication. With 
a little work and a lot of luck, I've 
collected all of the issues back to 
1949. My goal is to get all issues of 
the year of my birth, 1948.1 just lack 
February. I also would beg, borrow, 
or buy these and older issues from 
anyone interested. I can't imagine it 
but my treasure, the magazines, may 
be another man's junk. Thanks for 
any help you can provide. 

Richard W. Davis 
Macon 63552 

IN DEFENSE OF THE CARP 

After reading an attempt in the 
November 1993 Conservationist by a 
reader to once again poke fun at the 
carp by telling the all-too-familiar 
"eat the board, throw away the 
carp" story, I started to wonder 
when this country will start to shed 
its prejudice and finally make some 
advancements in fishing. 

Why does every fish we catch 
have to be just a meal? What about 
the fight? What about the size? 
Doesn't any of this count at all? 

So many people in the U.S. are 
missing out on a lot when they turn 
their back on the carp. Most people 
who fish for bass or crappie are eter
nally locked into a "set" size cat
egory — small. Try putting a 20- or 
30-lb. carp on the end of your line, 
then you can start talking big. 

"Carpman" Dan Giegerich 
St. Louis 

K.E. = 1/2MV2 REVISITED! 

After reading "Reflections" in the 
December 1993 issue of the Missouri 
Conservationist I feel that some clar
ification is in order.... The quantity 
V2MV2 can be interpreted in many 
ways as follows: ̂ 2 which means the 
product of mass and velocity squared 
divided by two, or M \ which means 
mass multiplied times the velocity 
squared divided by two... or we 
could go on and on. 

A quick review of a basic math
ematics fact called the Commutative 
Property — which says that a pro
duct can be closed by multiplying 
factors in any order — is in order. 

Conclusion! Both the author of 
the article and Mr. Hosmer are cor
rect, and indeed a molehill can be 
made into a mountain. 

Leon R. Jones 
O'Fallon 

Editor's Note: Thanks to all the 
mathematically correct readers who 
commented on the formula's inter
pretation! 

Editor's note: The letters printed 
here reflect readers' opinions 
about the Conservationist and its 
contents. Space limitations 
prevent us from printing all 
letters, but we welcome signed 
comments from our readers. Let
ters may be edited for length and 
clarity. 
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Saving the 

Wo rid ys 
Birds 

BY KATHY LOVE 

PHOTOGRAPHY BY PAUL CHILDRESS 

Money can't buy dedication" says 
St. Louisan Walter Crawford. "Knowing we're 
making a difference in avian conservation is 

the best compensation there is: y> 

S aving endangered species, said Walter C. Craw
ford, Jr., is like watching a house on fire. "We 
tend to rush in and grab the things we like best 

while the house burns down. We save a species here, 
a species there. What I'd like to do is put the fire out 
and save everything." 

With the fire of extinction on 
the world's doorstep, Crawford 
and his staff at the World Bird 
Sanctuary are putting out brush-
fires that affect hundreds of bird 
species. 

The World Bird Sanctuary 
(WBS) headquarters is currently 
located at Tyson Research Center in 
west St. Louis County. Plans are 
under way to construct a new center 
at Castlewood State Park that will be 
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easily accessible from Interstate 44 
and open to the public. 

Walt Crawford is a man with a 
conservation agenda, and it includes 
expanding his organization's impact 
on the world's birds. What began as 
a center for the rehabilitation, prop
agation and study of raptors (birds of 
prey) has become a center of exper
tise for rescuing all imperiled birds. 

In December, 1992, the World 
Bird Sanctuary was asked by the Con

vention on International Trade in 
Endangered Species (CITES) and the 
Grenada Society for the Prevention 
of Cruelty to Animals to lead a rescue 
mission to Grenada. The Grenadan 
government had seized several hun
dred birds and many other animals 
when an illegal smuggling ring was 
uncovered, but they lacked the 
resources to care for the animals. 

"Birds were even used to smuggle 
drugs," said Mike Cooke, spokes-

World Bird Sanctuary founder Walter 
Crawford with two of the more exotic 
birds the Sanctuary is caring for. The 
bird on the left is a spectacled owl, a 
native of the tropics of the Western 
Hemisphere. The bird on the right, a 
yellow naped Amazon parrot, is also a 
tropical resident. 
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man for WBS. "They stuffed the car
casses with illegal substances and 
put them in a shipment with live 
birds." Though warrants have been 
issued for the smugglers, no arrests 
have been made. 

"We found cranes from Africa, 
ducks from China, and 25 scarlet 
macaws — an endangered species 
— as well as monkeys, tortoises, cas
sowaries and a kinkajou," said 
Crawford. The animals could not be 
returned to the wild because of dis
eases they had been exposed to 
while in captivity. Crawford pre
sented the Grenada government 
with six options, ranging from 
euthanizing the animals to trans
porting them to the U.S. 

With donated food, supplies and 
transportation, the latter was 
arranged. Some of the birds are 
being cared for by the World Bird 
Sanctuary and others, along with the 
mammals and reptiles, found homes 
at the Cincinnati Zoo. 

Crawford was asked by the gov
ernment of Guyana to help them 
prepare a plan to save their endan
gered birds and to manage a 
900,000-acre preserve to keep its 
tropical bird population from the 
brink of extinction. 

For many countries, however, 
Crawford said it's already too late. 

A Sanctuary volunteer with one of the 
thick-billed parrots, a species native to 
Arizona. Ten pairs of these birds are 
in a captive breeding program at the 
World Bird Sanctuary. 

"All nations must realize that if their 
resources are managed they will 
provide longterm income. If a 
resource is used up, it's gone for
ever." 

An estimated 150,000 wild par
rots are illegally brought into the 
U.S. each year, Crawford said. 
Unscrupulous trappers and traders 
can make an enormous profit in the 
illegal bird trade, but the animals 
are the big losers. "The mortality 
rate runs 50 to 95 percent," Craw
ford said. He has witnessed U.S. cus
toms agents seize illegal shipments 
of hundreds of beautiful tropical 
birds in which all of the birds were 
either sick or dead. 

"The first thing that must be 
done to save birds in the wild is to 
stop the illegal bird trade," said 
Crawford. In 1992, nearly 800,000 
birds were legally imported into the 
U.S. by licensed dealers. The newly 
enacted Wild Bird Conservation 
Act, a law the World Bird Sanctuary 
worked hard to get passed, will pro
hibit all importation of exotic birds. 

The World Bird Sanctuary is 
helping rebuild bird populations in 
countries where the illegal bird trade 
threatens native species. The exper
tise developed for raptors guides 
WBS efforts to breed tropical spe
cies in captivity. Nearly 1,000 par
rots and other birds of over 70 dif
ferent species have been rescued and 
placed in captive breeding programs 
with WBS's help. 

"Countries that want to save their 
native birds have to start by stop
ping illegal trade, preserving their 
natural ecosystems, educating their 
people about the birds' importance 
and embarking on captive breeding 
projects for those species facing 
immediate extinction in the wild," 
said Crawford. 

Of the two parrots once found in 
the United States, one is already 
extinct and the other is on the brink. 
The Carolina parakeet was a com
mon sight to early Missouri Boo
theel settlers. By the mid-1800s, 
though, it had been wiped com
pletely out by market hunting and 
habitat destruction. 

The thick-billed parrot was native 
to Arizona. It is one of the few par
rot species that can winter in cold 
climates and has been called the 
snow parrot, though its plumage is 
brilliant green, with red head and 
yellow stripes under its wings. There 
are thought to be only nine left in 
the wild. 

Over 40 thick-billed parrots have 
been rehabilitated by WBS after 
being confiscated in a smuggling 
operation, and 10 pairs of them are 
a successful part of the WBS captive 
breeding program, one producing a 
chick this season. 

Crawford and the staff at WBS 
made history in the summer of 1991 
when a peregrine falcon chick 
hatched in Missouri for the first 
time in over 100 years. 

Their peregrine falcon restoration 
project began in 1985 when falcons 
were released in downtown St. 
Louis. Tall city buildings provide 
high niches that imitate the birds' 
natural habitat among bluffs and 
cliffs. Although a nesting pair of 
peregrines was observed in 1990, 
they did not successfully raise any 
young until 1991 in their nest on the 
36th floor of One Bell Center in 
downtown St. Louis. 

The peregrine project is a success, 
but Crawford warns that it takes 
time to rebuild populations of birds 
threatened with extinction. A sim
ilar WBS project on barn owls is 
currently 10 years old; 19 or 20 
known pairs of barn owls now nest 
in the state, the result of WBS 
releasing over 600 captive reared 
birds to the wild. 

"There's no quick fix for restor
ing bird populations," Crawford 
said. "It took mankind 60 or 70 
years to wipe out barn owls — they 
don't come back overnight." 

Crawford conducted a study of 
raptor mortality in Missouri and 
nationwide in 1986. He found that 
50 percent of the 2,000 bird deaths 
he studied were caused by colli
sions with vehicles, power lines, 
windows and other manmade 
obstructions. Fifteen percent were 
young birds that had been taken 
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from the wild by well-meaning but 
untrained individuals, 16 percent 
of the deaths were unattributed or 
caused by other miscellaneous fac
tors, 7 percent were from toxins in 
our environment, and 12 percent 
were shot. 

"A few individuals with guns give 
hunters and the sport a bad name," 
said Crawford, "but sportsmen have 
actually done more for conservation 
than other groups put together. We 
work closely with hunting organiza
tions and all sportsmen's groups." 

Crawford believes the number of 
deaths due to shooting is declining as 
more people become aware of rap
tors' importance in the web of life. 
Large fines imposed on violators 
help, too. Formerly thought of as the 

farmer's enemy for their predation 
on chickens or other fowl, raptors 
are now recognized for their crucial 
role in the control of rodents, which 
consume billions of dollars worth of 
grain each year. Raptors are pro
tected from harm by both state and 
federal law, but laws alone can't pro
vide longterm conservation. 

"Of all our endeavors here — 
research, rehabilitation, captive 
breeding, education — education is 
definitely our foremost goal," said 
Crawford. "You must have aware
ness to have true conservation." 

He likes to tell an anecdote about 
his friend, the late Marlin Perkins, 
past director of the St. Louis Zoo, 
and host of the long-running tele
vision show, "Wild Kingdom." 

World Bird Sanctuary education 
programs have reached over 72,000 
students in the St. Louis area alone. 
The red-tailed hawk with this staff 
member, like all the birds used in edu
cational programs, was propagated or 
rehabilitated at the Sanctuary. 

"Marlin was in a hurry to get to 
an important program. We were 
walking to the program when a boy 
came up to Marlin with a question. 
Marlin stopped. He took the time to 
talk to him and answer his question. 
He told me, 'In the end, he's the 
answer, Walt. The next generation is 
the key. Never forget that.'" 

The World Bird Sanctuary 
reached an astounding 2.5 million 
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people in 1992 with its avian con
servation message — 72,000 school
children in the St. Louis area alone. 

"Traveling Talons" is a program 
starring live birds of prey that have 
either been propagated or reha
bilitated at the Sanctuary. In one 
program, the speaker asks the audi
ence the question, "Do you know 
what is better than flying one Har
ris' hawk?" 

While the audience contemplates 
the answer, the speaker announces, 
"How about two Harris' hawks?" At 
that instant Phoenix and Solitaire, 
two of WBS's trained birds, fly into 
the room, their sweeping wings and 
splendid flight amazing the stunned 
audience. 

Other programs operate out of 
the Office of Wildlife Learning 
(OWL), a WBS nature center in 
Lone Elk Park where the public can 
get to know the role of birds of prey 
in nature through slides, lectures 
and live programs. 

The World Bird Sanctuary also 
cooperates with Anheuser-Busch on 
programs at the Tampa- and Wil-
liamsburg-based Busch Gardens, as 

well as numerous zoological institu
tions throughout the country. 
Underlying all the presentations, 
Crawford said, is education and an 
environmental message. 

"I won't compromise the integrity 
of the birds by having them perform 
merely for entertainment." He once 
refused to provide an eagle to the U. 
S. Olympics because the bird would 
serve no educational purpose. 

Crawford is a persuasive man of 
strong convictions. A native of Ste. 
Genevieve, Crawford recalls family 
stories about John James Audubon 
staying with friends of his grand
mother during one of his Missouri 
trips. The birding legacy was rein
forced when Crawford spent for
mative early years in Venezuela, 
South America, famous for its avian 
bounty. 

The Sanctuary got its start in 
1973 in Crawford's backyard; he was 
researching raptor behavior for his 
doctoral dissertation. "I'd get up at 
4 a.m. every day to clean the quail 
colonies and care for the birds," said 
Crawford. In 1977 he launched 
WBS (it was originally known as the 

Two volunteers give medicine to a 
newly recovered great horned owl. 
The Sanctuary got its start in 1973 in 
the founder's back yard; it will soon 
be moving to new quarters at Castle-
wood State Park. 

Raptor Rehabilitation and Propaga
tion Project) to specifically aid birds 
of prey. 

When the World Bird Sanctuary 
relocates to its 130-acre site at Cas-
tlewood State Park, it will include a 
nature center, breeding center, 
amphitheater, wildlife hospital, nur
sery and other facilities. All build
ings will be disabled accessible, with 
a special paved trail for wheelchairs. 
It will be a far cry from the trailers 
and labyrinthine structures where 
21 fulltime staffers currently go 
about their various duties. 

Funds for the Sanctuary come 
from a variety of sources, including 
government contracts, contracts 
with foreign countries, U.S. Fish & 
Wildlife Service projects, and indi
vidual and corporate sponsors. 

"The core of this organization is 
its staff," said Crawford. "The peo
ple who work here believe in what 
they're doing." WBS offers unpaid 
internships for high school and col
lege students, and uses a host of vol
unteers for their outreach programs. 
"Money can't buy dedication," said 
Crawford. "Knowing we're making 
a difference in avian conservation is 
the best compensation there is." 

In addition to staff, volunteers, 
interns and contributors, the World 
Bird Sanctuary welcomes members 
who help sustain the organization 
through tax deductible contribu
tions. Members receive a newsletter, 
"Mews News" in order to stay up-to-
date with projects. To inquire about 
membership in the World Bird Sanc
tuary, write to WBS, Inc., P.O. Box 
270270, St. Louis, MO 63127, phone 
number 314-938-6193. For informa
tion on educational programs, call 
314-225-4390. • 

Kathy Love is editor of the Conserva
tionist magazine. 
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Missouri is a state like no 
other, with native grass
lands, rugged hills and 

lush forests. During the Great 
Depression, most states were wor
ried about their economic future. At 
the same time, Missourians were 
also thinking about the future of 
their state's natural resources. 

In 1936, Missouri voters 
amended the state constitution and 
set up a conservation commission to 
protect Missouri's environment. No 
other state had ever done this, but 
many states have since followed suit. 

Today, the environment is at the 
forefront of many Americans' 
minds. People realize the impor
tance of nurturing and caring for 
our forest and wildlife resources. As 
a result, the Conservation Depart
ment wanted to measure how well it 
is doing its job, and how it can 
improve. 

In 1993, 1,200 people across the 
state gave their opinions on a variety 
of forestry issues confronting the 
Conservation Department. With the 
help of Attitude Research Corpora
tion of St. Louis, participants were 
asked about environmental pro-

A survey by the Conservation Depart
ment found Missourians value forests, 
in part because of the recreation, such 
as bird watching (above), hiking and 
hunting, that they provide. Most 
respondents to the survey said they 
are sympathetic toward environ
mental concerns. (Overleaf) Func
tioning forests are important to the 
quality of water available to fish, 
wildlife and people. 

tection, public forest values and 
forestry practices. 

The survey helps fill a need to 
blend knowledge about the public's 
perspectives with scientific knowl
edge about forest stewardship. 
Understanding how others see Mis
souri's forest resources will help the 
Conservation Department com
municate more effectively on caring 
for these resources. As the Con
servation Department plans for its 
future, the survey results are being 
used to help match its long term 
approach to land management with 
what Missourians feel are important 
benefits of our forests. 

The results showed some prom
ising signs. Missourians care about 
their environment, they find value 
in forests and they find the Con
servation Department a credible 
source on environmental issues. 
However, the survey also showed 
many misconceptions still exist. 

One promising sign is that inter
est in state environmental issues is 
rising along with interest in envi
ronmental issues on the national 
level. Most of the respondents said 
they are at least sympathetic toward 
environmental concerns. One in 
four considers themselves an active 
environmentalist, while a small 
minority said they are unsym
pathetic to the environment. 

The Conservation Department 
follows a sustained forest use phi
losophy, which means wildlife can 
be protected and nurtured while 
forest resources are put to good use. 
The majority of those surveyed 
shared the Conservation Depart
ment's belief that environmental 
protection can go hand-in-hand 
with economic growth. 

If forced to choose between the 
two, a majority of the respondents 
said they would choose the environ
ment. About one in four said they 
would choose economic develop
ment, and a smaller number said the 
choice depended on the situation. 

One misconception found by the 
survey is that a majority of people 
think the amount of forest land in the 
state has decreased in the past 20 

years. Missouri has more forested 
land today than ever before in recent 
history. In fact, the state's forests have 
grown by more than one million 
acres since 1972, and landowners 
continue to plant more trees every 
year. Another misconception is that 
government owns most of the state's 
forest land. Actually, 85 percent of 
the forest land in Missouri is owned 
by private citizens. Federal, state and 
local governments own only 15 per
cent, or about two million acres, of all 
forested land in the state. 

On both private and public lands, 
carefully cutting trees is one way to 
start a new forest that will benefit 
many types of wildlife like deer, rab
bits, quail, grouse and songbirds. 
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Wildlife habitat was considered an 
important reason for healthy forests. 
This fledgling barred owl (left) is one 
of many species dependent on forests. 
On both private land (above) and 
public lands, cutting trees is one way 
to start a new forest that will benefit 
many types of wildlife, from deer to 
songbirds. 

Contrary to what many respondents 
believe, the land does not have to be 
replanted after a regeneration cut. 
Healthy forests will usually grow 
back naturally. 

Most of the respondents think 
pollution of lakes, rivers and 
streams and pollution from toxic 
waste sites are two of the most seri
ous environmental problems today. 
Also of concern are shortages of 
good drinking water, air pollution 
and decreasing landfill space. 

Global warming and loss of wet
land areas are not as serious in the 
respondents' eyes. Also at the bot
tom of the list are extinction of 
some plants, animals and insects, 
erosion of top soil and loss of forest 

land and natural places. Except for 
toxic waste sites and garbage landfill 
space, good forest management can 
help alleviate all of these problems. 

Reasons people find forests 
important are as intelligent and var
ied as people themselves. A majority 
of respondents said one of the most 
important benefits of forest land is 
the removal of carbon dioxide from 
the atmosphere and the production 
of oxygen. Wildlife habitat is also 
considered a very important reason 
for forests. Among the reasons 
ranked lower on the "very impor
tant" scale is the fact that people earn 
their living from forest products. 

Conservation Department forest
ers are available to help private 

landowners manage their land to 
best meet the landowners' needs. In 
the future, as these needs become 
more timber oriented to supply the 
growing human population, wild
life habitat, air quality and water 
quality cannot be overlooked. With 
thanks to those who participated in 
the survey, the Conservation 
Department now has a clearer 
direction on how to supply these 
needs while continuing to serve the 
public as it has done since its incep
tion in 1936. • 

Leslie McClain is a recent graduate of 
the University of Missouri Journalism 
School; she also studied forestry at the 
university. 
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NATURE 
at Your Doorstep 
BY LISA A. DEBRUYCKERE 

PHOTOGRAPHY BY PAUL CHILDRESS 

Inhabitants of cities must at least be made aware 
of the natural environment and the importance 
of conserving and protecting it or they will 
destroy the very values so necessary to release the 
stress of city living. 

— William Penn Mott, Jr. 

Growing up on asphalt was 
both difficult and rewarding. 
What changed my life and 

made living in the city an adventure 
was having a role model who loved 
the outdoors and was willing to 
share his interests with a city kid. 

Because he was able to relate to 
my experiences living in a city, I was 
able to relate to his interest in 
nature. My mentor unknowingly 
sparked a flame that resulted in my 
career in conservation. 

We all remember someone from 
our childhood who made an 
impression on us. Someone who 
said something magical or inspiring 
we'll remember for the rest of our 
lives, or someone who showed us a 
way of life that we chose to make a 
part of our own. The individual 
somehow reached our inner core, 
related to our experiences and 
excited us. We were probably not 
aware this individual was success
fully performing the art of inter
pretation. 
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Interpretation translates or 
explains in a manner that creates 
wonder and excitement. Good inter
pretation changes thinking and 
behavior. When most Missourians 
lived in rural areas, techniques to 
interest people in natural resources 
were simple and straightforward. 
You adjusted your life to the sea
sons. Nature provided your food 
and most of your recreation. It was 
natural to respect and use it. 

But most Missourians do not live 
a rural life anymore. By the year 
2000, more than 80 percent of the 
state's population will live in cities. 
Living off the land is no longer fell
ing logs to make a cabin or har
vesting wildlife to get through the 
winter; it is living in an apartment 
complex and buying groceries at the 
supermarket. 

Before I was introduced to the 
outdoors, I didn't realize we needed 
to harvest trees to supply people 
with everyday items such as toilet 
paper and framing for houses. I 
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Nature centers (above) are "land for 
learning" places that are especially 
attractive to young minds. In Mis
souri more than 400,000people visit 
Conservation Department nature 
centers each year. Nature centers are 
also safe, secure places for people to 
enjoy the outdoors and understand 
how natural resources are important 
in their lives. 
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didn't support cutting trees, regard
less of whether it was for timber 
stand improvement or forest prod
ucts. I soon learned that people who 
don't rely on natural resources to 
survive have difficulty under
standing or appreciating how nat
ural resources are managed and 
used in everyday life. 

Conservation of resources 
depends on the ability of people to 
understand what resources we have 
and how they are properly used and 
managed. It is because of this need 
to keep people informed and excited 
about Missouri's outdoors that the 
Conservation Department devel
oped four nature centers in the past 
10 years. These centers are in Kirk
wood, Springfield, Blue Springs and 
Jefferson City. 

Joseph Shannon of the National 
Audubon Society calls nature centers 
"land for learning" places. In Mis
souri, more than 400,000 people visit 
the Conservation Department's 
nature centers annually to enjoy 
guided hikes, wildflower walks, owl 
prowls and toddler tales. They visit 
nature centers for formal programs, 
on just to take a walk on the wild side 
to relieve the stresses of urban living. 

I think of how fortunate I would 
have felt as a child to escape to a 
nature center on weekends and 
explore trail happenings with a nat
uralist. Because I lacked these oppor
tunities, I didn't learn snakes weren't 
slimy until I was 19 years old. 

But nature centers aren't just 
places to learn. They're safe, secure 
places for people to enjoy the out
doors and understand how natural 
resources contribute to the quality 
of life. 

In today's fast paced lifestyle, a 
walk on a wood chipped path for a 
few hours awakens the senses, a 
thrill for those who rarely wander 
far from city sidewalks and shop
ping malls. To be face to face with a 
40-pound catfish in a 3,000 gallon 
aquarium is a unique and mem
orable experience. 

When the Conservation Depart
ment was formed, supporters were 
primarily hunters and anglers. Public 

programs were aimed at them. But in 
the past 20 years, interest groups that 
the Conservation Department serves 
have increased dramatically. People 
who hunt, fish and trap continue to 
request programs. However, interest 
in other nature-related activities such 
as bird watching, hiking and nature 
study are on the upswing, resulting 
in new and innovative nature study 
programs. 

The Conservation Department 
offers bird house building work
shops, snake and turtle programs 
and guided outdoor hikes to meet 
the demands of people with a 
variety of interests. 

Most people don't confine them
selves to one set of interests. Many 
people, myself included, are avid 
hunters, but also birdwatch and 
hike. As a result, naturalists offer 
varied and innovative programs for 
many outdoor pursuits. 

Events such as the Conservation 
Department Day on the Marsh, Duck 
Days, Eagle Days, Day with Wildlife 
and Family Fishing Fair attract 
crowds each year. All events offer 
families an opportunity to enjoy boat 
rides, pond life programs or a glimpse 
of our nation's symbol along the edge 
of the Mississippi. When I see people 
who have the same background I had 
as a youth attend a Day on the Marsh 
or Eagle Days, I see in them myself 
when I first learned why ducks visit 
marshes or why eagles congregate at 
river's edge in winter. I see excite
ment and interest, appreciation and 
understanding. 

The entertainment industry and 
improvements in technology have 
kept naturalists on their toes. Nat
uralists compete by using more 
innovative techniques to captivate 
visitors. Interactive computer vid
eos, taxidermy mounts of urban 
wildlife and exhibits with live ani
mals abound at Conservation 
Department nature centers. Visitors 
have the opportunity to think like a 
bass as they learn about good stream 
habitat using a thought-provoking 
computer video. 

A walk through nature center 
exhibits teaches people that many 

kinds of wildlife can be found in 
urban areas and that there are inex
pensive backyard projects they can 
do to attract wildlife. A visitor 
attending "Snakes Alive" is guar
anteed to enjoy a program on 
snakes and have an opportunity to 
touch a live snake for the first time. 

Conservation Department nature 
centers are open six or seven days a 
week, weekends, evening hours and 
many holidays to accommodate 
the busy schedules of urbanites and 
to compete with other urban attrac
tions. 

Community involvement con
tinues to be critical to the success of 
Missouri's nature centers. Volunteer 
programs encourage local residents 
to play a major role in the develop
ment and presentation of interpretive 
services. Volunteers contribute thou
sands of hours annually in many 
ways, including maintaining trails, 
presenting programs and answering 
questions posed by visitors. 
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Without strong volunteer pro
grams, nature centers could not 
meet the demands of people with 
different interests. Volunteers are 
often people who have little back
ground in natural resource man
agement or biology but want to 
learn and make a contribution. 
Because they come from all walks of 
life, have little or no formal natural 
resource training and have always 
been on the receiving end of Con
servation Department programs, 
they often feel the pulse of the pub
lic better than Conservation Depart
ment employees can. 

Reaching people in big cities like 
Kansas City and St. Louis with 
nature center interpretation seems 
to require even more effort. The 
Conservation Department sends 
newsletters from each nature center 
to any resident's home at no cost. In 
the future, we plan to take mobile 
nature centers and special programs 
to the inner city — just two of the 

ways the Conservation Department 
is attempting to reach people. 

Schools, Scouts and summer 
camps benefit from interpretive 
programming. Nature center staffs 
actively work with school admin
istrators to provide programs to 
schools that meet classroom 
requirements, plus other programs 
that are specially designed to help 
Scouts earn badges. We present con
servation programs that actively 
involve children, such as nature 
bingo, at summer camps. 

For people who prefer to enjoy 
nature at their own pace, some of 
our conservation areas include trails 
with brochures or signs to tell vis
itors about unique natural 
resources. Construction of bridges 
that span creeks, boardwalks that 
overlook ponds and marshes, and 
trails accessible to people with phys
ical disabilities are ways the Con
servation Department is bringing 
people to the outdoors. 

A walk on a wood chip path (left) 
awakens the senses, a thrill for those 
who rarely wander far from city side
walks and shopping malls. Reaching 
young people in cities like St. Louis 
and Kansas City (above) with nature 
center interpretation requires special 
efforts. A mobile nature center may 
someday take programs to the inner 
city. 

The 1990s pose tremendous chal
lenges to Missouri naturalists and 
nature centers. As people become 
further removed from the outdoors, 
naturalists will need to understand 
the pressures and changes in the 
lifestyles of urbanites. 

I was a city kid destined for a life 
that lacked an affiliation with con
servation. When someone took the 
time to reach out and relate to what I 
knew as well as share their experience 
of the outdoors, my eyes were opened 
to a new and fascinating world. 

The aim of nature centers is to 
spark such a flame in visitors. Per
haps the results will not be as dra
matic as changing the career paths 
of people, but introducing all Mis
sourians, particularly urbanites, to 
nature is certain to improve the 
quality of their lives. A 

Lisa DeBruyckere is manager of the 
Runge Conservation Nature Center in 
Jefferson City. 
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Golden autumn sunlight fil
ters through the trees as my 
Dad and I sneak up on the 

Chariton River, near Bynumville. 
Two mallards jump from the 

slough, one slightly behind the 
other, and I raise the old long-
barreled double and it bucks against 
my shoulder. The lead duck tumbles 
into the water with a distant splash. 

My father looks at me with awe. 
Nobody in our family shoots like 
that. I look at the gun in awe. Per
haps there is magic in the world. 

The Chariton is gone, channel
ized, filled in and denuded. The 
ducks largely are gone, victims of 
channelization, landfilling and veg
etation stripping. My dad is gone. 

And so is the double barrel he'd 
picked up somewhere for a few 
bucks. The Parker.... 

You could buy a Parker for $50 or 
less in the 1950s. No one wanted what 
Cajun humorist Justin Wilson calls a 
"two-shoot gun." Not when the law 
said you could shoot three times. 

Parker to waterfowling is like 
Stradivarius to fiddle playing. There 
have been many American shotgun 
designs, from single shots to doubles 
to pumps to semi-automatics, but 
only one has achieved legendary 
status. 

Parker was no better than several 
other well-known doubles of the 
time, but it endured in legend where 
the others faded and largely were 
forgotten. Today, there is a thriving 
market for old doubles. It costs big 
dollars to buy a good grade Fox, 
Lefever, Ithaca, L.C. Smith or Win
chester Model 21. 

It's an axiom you can't go home 
again. The old Chariton has van
ished and will never come again. 
Draglines jerked its 300 miles of 

The Parker shotgun (left) is to water
fowl hunting what the Stradivarius is 
to fiddle playing. The guns that once 
sold for $50 are now collector's items. 
The Parker action (above, right) is an 
"intelligently designed, extremely 
well-finished" boxlock, and if the 
action loosens over time it is easily 
tightened. 

kinks straight from the Iowa line to 
the Missouri River, making a 90-
mile ditch, worthless for wildlife. 

The Parker we had so briefly 
probably has returned to the earth 
as rust. It vanished somewhere 
along the way because my Dad and I 
didn't appreciate it. 

But a family in the chemical busi
ness, making, among other things, the 
White Flyer clay targets used by skeet 
and trap shooters, did appreciate The 
Old Reliable, as it was called, and did 
something about it. Tom Skeuse Sr., 
patriarch of a New Jersey family, and 
his four sons decided perhaps they 
could reclaim yesterday. 

They began Parker Repro
ductions in 1982. Skeuse was having 
a cup of coffee with some of the 
Winchester people at Winchester's 
famed Illinois shooting preserve, 
Nilo Farms. 

"He found they had excess shot
gun making capacity and asked 
about the possibility of reviving the 
Parker shotgun," says Jack Skeuse, 
one of four sons today running the 
company. "They made five proto
type guns and showed them to Dad. 
The group went to lunch and when 
they came back to the Winchester 
offices, Dad ordered 12,000 guns. 

"They thought he was kidding. 
'Don't you have to run this by the 
board of directors?' they asked. T 
am the board of directors,' Dad told 
them." 

Parker Reproductions became 
reality to the shooting world at the 
annual Shooting, Hunting, Outdoor 
Trade (SHOT) show in 1982 with 20 
guns. Hunters and those who love 
fine shotguns reacted enthu
siastically — but, as it turned out, 
not enthusiastically enough to keep 
the venture permanently afloat. 

Today, Parker Reproductions is 
selling out its existing stock (at 
prices 20 times or more the original 
cost of an original Parker) and when 
they're gone, they're gone. There 
were about 12,000 reproductions 
made. Parts for the reproductions 
are interchangeable with the orig
inals and, in fact, nearly all the parts 
sold by the reproduction company 
work on the originals. 

Now, there are only about 30 A-
grade reproduction Parkers left and 
perhaps a year's worth of D-grade 
guns (A is the top grade, ranging 
down to D). The D-grade goes for 
more than $3,000 and the prices rise 
swiftly, depending on grade and 
gauge (the A grade guns sell for a 
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cool $11,200). But even with the 
steep price tags, the cost of making 
the guns is prohibitive. 

Tom Skeuse died in 1989 at the 
age of 72 and his four sons, Tom 
Jr., Jack, Dick and Brian took over 
the business. They'd grown up with 
hunting on a 750-acre New Jersey 
farm. A sister, Carol, killed five tro
phy animals in Zambia in 1989 
with five shots. Young Tom had 
been attacked by a leopard in 
Africa and knocked into a river by 
the enraged animal. His father shot 
the cat. 

Charles Parker, a manufacturer 
of coffee mills in the 1830s, gave his 
name to the original gun. Parker 
later bought into a machine factory 
that made guns for the Union Army 
during the Civil War. 

The Parker shotgun began to 
evolve after that bloody conflict, an 
evolution coincident with the rise in 
popularity of game bird hunting, 
especially for quail in the south. 

Parker shepherded a new shotgun 
design through to market, deter
mined to produce the best shotgun 
possible. Parker bought out his part-

A trio of Parkers (left) includes a 12 
gauge underlift hammergun at bottom 
(about 1889); a 12 gauge DH grade 
from 1910 (top) in original condition 
and a 1922 20 gauge GHE grade (cen
ter) that has been restored. The Parker 
design never changed over the 60 years 
they were built. 

ners in 1868 and renamed the com
pany Parker Brothers. The first gun 
was a 14 gauge hammer gun, strong 
as a Missouri mule. 

The prominent hinge-pin 
instantly identifies the Parker from 
any other double held under the arm 
of a grizzled old waterfowler grin
ning toothlessly into a Kodak lens. 

Strength and reliability were the 
hallmarks of all Parkers — that and 
ease of repair. Parkers were victims 
as much of economics as of chang
ing fashion in guns. Ultimately it 
simply cost too much to produce 
them. Jack O'Connor, in his Shot
gun Book, theorized that it took a 
craftsman a week just to checker a 
top-grade Parker. 

Some companies have a history of 
"presentation" guns — special one-
of-a-kind guns given to prominent 
people. For example, Beretta pre
sented such a unique gun to Gen. 
Norman Schwarzkopf after the Iraqi 
war. But Parker made only one such 
gun, a D-grade for a Missourian, 
Gen. John J. (Blackjack) Pershing, 
commander of American Expedi
tionary forces in World War One. 

The gun is conservatively valued 
at $100,000, but anything unique is 
worth what a collector would pay 
for it and chances are $100,000 
might be the opening bid, not the 
closing one. 

The most collectible Parker is one 
that may not even exist. That is the 
so-called missing Invincible. Mike 
Mcintosh, in his Best Shotguns Ever 
Made In America, tells the tale. The 
Invincible was the highest-grade 
Parker ever built. When Parker 
approached its 200,000th gun, Parker 
decided to commemorate the event 
with the most elegant Parker ever. 

It would cost twice what the 
highest grade Parker cost ($750). 
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There were two made and they both 
disappeared. One, with the serial 
number 230,329 turned up in the 
closet of a man named A.C. Middle-
ton, founder of the Victor Talking 
Machine Co., who had bought the 
gun in 1929 (he got it on Friday the 
13th, a few days before the historic 
stock market crash). Middleton 
stuck it in a closet where it appar
ently was forgotten. 

When his home was sold, two 
years after his death, the priceless gun 
was serendipity for the new owners. 

Some writers argue there never 
was a second Invincible, but there 
was a photo of an Invincible with the 
serial number 200,000 on the inside 
cover of Parker's 1930 catalog. 

Where is it? 
If someone, some day finds it, 

that person will not have to worry 
about retirement income. 

Your chances of finding a shoot-
able original Parker are better than 
they are of finding some of the other 
fine doubles of the era. There were 
242,000 original Parkers made, a 
production total approached only 
by A.H. Fox with 203,000. Of that 
number about half were the lowest 
two grades. 

O'Connor says the Parker was the 
quality gun of the Midlands. "A rich 
New Yorker who had gone to Gro-
ton and Yale might shoot a Purdey," 
he says, "but the Iowa banker or the 
Arizona wholesale merchant who 
graduated from the school of hard 
knocks or at best went to the state 
university used a CHE Parker." The 
"C" is the grade and "HE" stands for 
"hammerless with ejectors." 

Parker didn't begin its elevation 
to legend until the 1870s when its 
final evolution began. A designer, 
Charles King, joined the company 
in 1874, and created a unique lock
ing system. Any hinged breech-
loading gun's weakest area is where 
the barrels join the standing breech. 
At the moment of firing, there is ter
rific pressure back and up and it 
takes a powerful fastening system 
first to keep the gun from coming 
apart, second to keep it from 
"shooting loose." 

Parker's system is unique to it 
and except for minor improve
ments, never changed between 1882 
and 1942 when the last original 
Parker was built. Remington bought 
the company in 1934, but changed 
nothing. 

Remington and Winchester have 
been strong rivals in the gun busi
ness for a century, but when the 
Skeuse family wanted to reproduce 
the Parker (the reproductions were 
built by Winchester), Remington 
gave permission with no hesitation. 

Steve Bodio, in his Good Guns 
talks about the lure of Parkers, say
ing that while gun enthusiasts get 
lyrical over the Parker "with cries of 
'Old Reliable!' and 'America's Finest 
Shotgun,' the Parker really is noth
ing more than a simple, intelligently 
designed extremely well-finished 
Anson and Deeley boxlock." But he 
goes on to sum up the parts that 
make the whole. 

The locking system is powerfully 
strong. There is a replaceable plate in 
the underbarrel locking system that 
will tighten a time-loosened gun. 
Above all, the gun is well-balanced, 
giving a gunner the feeling that the 
gun is an extension of himself. 

And that grace probably more 
than any factor is why Parkers 
entered into legend. 

Bodio isn't a fawning Parker buff, 
however — he criticizes the gun for 
several flaws, foremost of which is 
its tendency to kick the whey out of 
a shooter. 

He sums it up by saying, "Parkers 
neither are fine art, nor, unless you 
are lucky enough to find the fabled 
missing 'Invincible' in your attic, an 
investment. At their best they are 
good honest Yankee guns, built to 
give both years of service and a little 
esthetic satisfaction." 

Jack Skeuse says, "It's built like a 
Sherman tank and the engineering 
inside is superb. There are no firing 
pins to break and if it shoots loose, 
it costs about $25 to replace a 
couple of parts and tighten it up as 
good as new." 

Compared to a sleek English dou
ble, a Parker is a plain gun. It's like 

Parkers are "good honest Yankee 
guns, built to give both years of service 
and a little esthetic satisfaction." The 
light engraving on this model is quite 
modest compared to sleek English 
guns. Modern shooters can buy 
expensive reproductions of the guns. 

comparing a Rolls Royce to a John 
Deere tractor — but then you don't 
cultivate corn with a Rolls. 

The Parker was built for hard, 
tough use by hard, tough hunters. 
In its two lives it has seen a million 
dawns, filled with fine sleet and fly
ing ducks. 

Even if no 21st century man
ufacturer comes along to revive the 
Parker yet again, it will not vanish. 
You cannot vanquish something 
that is eternal. 

And perhaps somewhere, some
day, someone will open a closet in 
his new home and say, "Hey, Ma, 
look at this dusty old shotgun I 
found in here. Sure is pretty. Says 
Parker on the barrel. Hmmm, serial 
number 200,000. Wonder if it's 
worth anything ...." A 

Joel Vance, a fancier of fine bird guns, 
is a frequent contributor to the Con
servationist. 
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Winter 
Crappies 

BY TOM CWYNAR 

PHOTOGRAPHY BY PAUL CHILDRESS 

When you can bring crappies up to the 
bank almost as methodically as if they were on 

a conveyor belt, why chase other species? 

"H mm," I wondered aloud. 
"Does a bobber dive under 
the water with a 'ploop!' 

if there's no fisherman around to 
hear it?" 

I'm not always that philosophical, 
but there's something about a sun
baked, windless afternoon in Feb
ruary or March that draws out the 
Socrates in me. 

I usually do my best thinking 
down at the lake, where I can com
fortably assume a pensive pose — 
lying on the bank with my weight 
propped up on my elbows. If there's 
a straw of dry grass within reach, I'll 
pop it into my mouth. It helps me 
cogitate. 

Such is the nature of fishing in Mis
souri that I've yet to complete a single 
metaphysical thought. Invariably, my 
bobber disappears into the water and 
I'm dragged back into the material 
world by a struggling crappie. 

Things could be worse, I guess. I 
could still be up in the north coun
try, where an endless procession of 
icy days breaks spirits and puts a 
permanent lid on the water. Up 

there people have a lot of time to 
think. When I was in Michigan, 
staring over a hole in the ice, I 
mostly thought about moving 
south. 

Sure, Missouri gets its share of 
bluster and bad weather, but it can't 
sustain itself. Pretty soon a nice 
warm front moves in and gives the 
cold the bum's rush to Iowa or Illi
nois. Usually, we then enjoy a few 
days of sunshine and shortsleeve 
afternoons, before the cold can 
muster enough nerve to move back. 
It's a nice pattern, and, my good
ness, what it can do for the fishing! 

I'm talking crappie fishing, of 
course. Some say it improves the 
catch rates of other kinds offish, as 
well, but I've always been too 
enthralled with these snappy wearers 
of delectable fillets to check out such 

Crappie (right) can be easy to catch 
on a warm winter day when strong 
sunshine draws them into a shallow 
bay to feed. People who enjoy eating 
fish place crappie high on their list. 
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T/ze author likes to fish small lakes for 
winter crappie. 

rumors. When you can bring crap
pies up to the bank almost as method
ically as if they were on a conveyor 
belt, why chase other species? 

Ok, I'm exaggerating, but only 
slightly. Crappies really are pretty 
easy to catch on a warm winter day. 
The same solar radiance that draws 
me to lakeside lures large gangs of 
crappies into shallow bays to feed. 
Once you find them, they'll attack 
your minnows so much that you'll 
think your bobber has forgotten 
how to float. 

Boon Bays 
Some bays are better than others, of 
course. The best are usually less 
than five feet deep and have a black 
muddy bottom, which seems to 
absorb the warm rays of the sun and 
give a jumpstart to plankton 
growth. If there is a slight breeze 
blowing, check the downwind side 
of the lake. The wind will stack sun-
warmed surface water in shallow 
bays. All other things being equal, 
start looking for fish-holding bays 
on the north side of the lake, for 
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that's the side that receives the most 
sunshine at this time of year. 

The temperature difference 
between an ideal bay and the main 
lake can be tremendous. I remem
ber rapping my boat's electronic 
thermometer and checking its con
nections after it registered a sudden 
increase of 24 degrees as I motored 
into a bay. 

You don't need a boat to fish, 
however. Because I live in Jefferson 
City, my half-day crappie outings 
are pretty much restricted to small 
lakes or impoundments. Most of 
them are municipal lakes or lakes 
managed by the Conservation 
Department and offer round-the-
bank foot access, although you may 
prefer fishing from a small boat or 
canoe. 

Contrary to popular belief, the 
crappie run just as large in these 
small lakes as they do in the big res
ervoirs. 

My favorite lake for this kind of 
fishing is smaller than 100 acres. I 
think it's my favorite because I can 
pretty much check out all the pos
sible bays to fish in a single after
noon. I also have something of a 
score to settle with these fish, since 
they so often sulk where I can't 
reach them in the summertime. 
Maybe I shouldn't take such pleas
ure in getting even. But I do. 

Gearing Up 
Crappie gear is usually as spare as 
the branches overhead. I have two 
favorite crappie rods and they don't 
even remotely resemble one 
another. One is a 12-foot graphite 
composite, noodlish rod that bends 
with a breeze and just about doubles 
in half when a decent crappie tries 
to assert itself. 

The other is a 5.5-foot light
weight graphite rod that, when 
broken down, can actually be 
packed — corner to corner — in a 
suitcase. It's my traveling rod, but I 
like it so much it also travels with 
me when I'm not traveling — if that 
makes any sense. 

Both rods are fitted with identical 
ultralight reels filled with four-

pound test line. The long rod makes 
the reel look too small, while the 
same model reel looks clunky on the 
short rod. That's a hint of how per
spective affects fishing. 

Wintertime crappie anglers can 
stuff all their tackle in a big pocket, 
or possibly two pockets. I keep my 
stuff in a vest, mostly because it's 
handy. 

Even if you want to bring a lot of 
tackle, it still fits into a small box. 
That's because crappie seem to pre
fer tiny baits. I've only just thought 
of it, but, holy mackerel, it takes 16 
1/16-ounce jigs to make an ounce 
and 256 of them to make a pound! 
Double those numbers for 1/32-
ounce jigs. The point I'm trying to 
make is that you don't need a hip 
roof tackle box to go crappie fishing. 

All I have ever needed is a couple 
of bobbers, a few hooks and split 
shot and less than a handful of jigs, 
almost all of them white or char
treuse. 

I like fishing with a bobber. Yeah, 
even a kid could use one, but I can, 

too, and so I stick with them. 
They're good in shallow water and 
they let me move the bait at the 
slowest possible pace — remember, 
the water's still cold — and actually 
lend a bit of weight to help me cast 
farther. 

If I had my druthers, I'd pick a 
long, thin bobber that lays flat on 
the water, but pokes up vertical 
when a fish bites. They seem to best 
signal the light take of a crappie. 

My second "druther" would be a 
narrow slip bobber, that lets me yo
yo the bait, by pulling on the line a 
little bit and then letting it go slack. 
Given the number of round bobbers 
I see in the tackle shops, they must 
have legions of followers, but I've 
never been among them, haven't 
even attended a round bobber fan 
club meeting. 

A bobber's just a tool, though. It 
helps me "anchor" a baited hook or 
jig in the middle of the water col
umn, where a crappie is either going 
to inhale it or have a good reason 
why not. 
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Notice that I said a hook or a jig. 
Multiple hook arrangements or 
spreader rigs work well when fishing 
vertically, but, man, can they tie some 
woe-producing knots when cast out 
beneath a bobber. Actually, you're 
usually fishing shallow enough that a 
fish on the bottom or a fish on the top 
will see your single bait. 

Minnows are the universally 
accepted offering in the winter. 
When your bait's suspended in the 
water, crappie have plenty of time to 
check it out for authenticity and, 
maybe, taste. 

You can be certain minnows will 
pass muster. You can't be as sure 
about a bare jig, even one with a soft 
plastic or rubber body. 

It's not a bad idea to tip a bare jig 
with a minnow. Most jig fishermen 
hook the minnow through the nose. 
The rule of thumb with a hook is to 
hook the minnow through the nose 
if you're retrieving it, and in the 
back if you're suspending the bait. 

I seldom give my baits much 
action, and for the most part rely on 

a plain hook behind the minnow's 
dorsal fin. You probably need to 
pinch on a small split shot about six 
inches above the hook. 

Waxworms are another bait 
worth having. You can thread one 
on a small jig instead of a plastic 
body, providing the crappie a pretty 
scrumptious affair. I like to string 
them on the small, painted "tear
drop" hooks I used for north coun
try ice fishing. 

Small spinners and spoons also 
work when the fish are aggressive. I 
really like using them in warm 
weather, but in the winter, live bait 
seems the key. 

Fishing "Skills" 
Here's the key: you throw out your 
bait and let it hang there and, when 
your bobber goes down, you reel in 
a crappie. It's almost as simple as 
that. Much of the year crappie grav
itate toward structure, but that's not 
necessarily the case in the winter. 
They're almost as likely to be in the 

Big crappie (far left) can be found in 
small lakes as well as in big lakes. 
Minnows (far left at bottom) are the 
universally accepted crappie bait in 
winter. A plain hook behind the min
now's dorsal fin works well; jigs can 
also be tipped with a minnow. When 
your bobber goes down (left) it's time 
to reel in a pair of delectable filets. 

middle of the bay. Often they are in 
large agglomerations, as opposed to 
tightly packed schools. 

They aren't always everywhere, 
though, and so I like to move my bait 
around a bit. Throw your bait in one 
spot, give it five minutes then start 
bringing it back toward you. Reel it in 
ultra-slow, though, slow enough that 
you think your line is remaining ver
tical beneath the bobber. 

Of course, keep watching your 
bobber. 

The best condition for me is a 
slight wind that both ruffles the sur
face of the water and inches my bait 
across the bay. I'll go to great 
lengths to where I can get a slow, 
natural drift. 

That's easy in a boat; just anchor 
upwind and let your bait drift down. 
On shore, however, you may have to 
walk the bank a bit to put yourself in 
the right position. Fortunately, win
ter pretty much clears out lakeside 
vegetation so you can get to your 
work. Happily, chiggers, ticks and 
snakes are scarce this time of year. 

So are other anglers, by the way. 
Perhaps there's a shortage of long 
underwear or wool socks. Maybe 
people think crappie have to take a 
vacation from eating. Could be the 
indoor TV sports are just too fetch
ing. Whatever the reason, you won't 
be shoulder to shoulder when win
ter crappie fishing. 

Gregarious types might as well 
stay home, or consider bringing 
your own family or friends. There's 
enough fun to go around. A 

Tom Cwynar is an editor with the 
Conservation Department. His story 
Wishful Fishing was in the Novem
ber 1993 Conservationist. 
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Paying the Way 
for Fishing 
BY F R A N K RYCK 

A federal tax helps develop new fishing facilities. 

4*5£r\ 

SPORT FISH ACT 

Is fishing better than it was before 
the Sport Fish Restoration Act? The 
Conservation Department believes 
it is. The Conservation Department 
uses this money to construct fishing 
lakes and help improve our sport 
fish populations. Missouri anglers 
realize both better fishing and bet
ter access to good fishing waters 
because of the act. Specific projects 
include fisheries research, hatch
eries, access development, fisheries 
management and aquatic educa
tion. 

FISHERIES RESEARCH 

The Conservation Department has a 
strong fisheries research program; 
anglers ultimately benefit from this 
program. Many of the current fish
ing regulations in Missouri resulted 
from recommendations developed 
in research projects that were 
funded by the Act. Funds were also 
used in Missouri to develop new 
ways of measuring the public's use 
of rivers, streams and lakes. 

FISH HATCHERIES 

Money from the Sport Fish Restora
tion Act was used to fund a $5.3 
million renovation of the Conserva
tion Department's Chesapeake 
Hatchery in Lawrence County. The 
hatchery produces bass, bluegill 
and catfish for stocking programs. 
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T he Conservation Department is constructing new 
fishing lakes in Missouri. These include a 150-acre 
lake near Kennett in Dunklin County, a 73-acre 

lake at Happy Holler Conservation Area in Andrew 
County and a 55-acre lake in Franklin County. These, 
plus many others built or purchased by the Conservation 
Department, assure fishing opportunities within a half 
hour drive of nearly all Missourians. 

Much of the money for construction of these lakes 
comes from a federal law called the Federal Aid in Sport 
Fish Restoration Act. This provides for recycling a sales 
tax on fishing tackle, imported boats, trolling motors, 
motor boat fuel and other fishing-related equipment 
back into benefits for those who will use the items. 

Through this law, the federal government can pay up 
to 75 percent of the cost of fishing-related projects car
ried out in Missouri and the other states. In its first 40 

years the Act has provided the states about $1.5 billion 
for fishing-related projects. Missouri now receives about 
$4 million each year from the Act. 

The next time you buy some fishing equipment or 
motorboat fuel, remember that you are also making a 
contribution to the Sport Fish Restoration Act fund. This 
ear-marked tax is a "user pay" way of paying for fisheries 
research and management, aquatic education, and the 
purchase and construction of fishing and boating facil
ities. You, and two generations of far-sighted anglers and 
boaters can be proud of your contribution to the watery 
portion of Missouri's valuable outdoors. A 

Frank Ryck is fisheries acquisition and development 
supervisor with the Conservation Department. His story 
Building A Public Fishing Lake appeared in the July 
1993 Conservationist. 
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ACCESS DEVELOPMENT 

The Conservation Department has a 
strong program to give the public 
access to Missouri streams, rivers 
and lakes, places where you can 
launch a boat or canoe, or fish from 
the bank. The Conservation Depart
ment used funds from the Act to 
purchase and construct three badly 
needed access sites at Coffman 
Beach, Shawnee Bend and the 
Niangua Arm, all on the Lake of the 
Ozarks. 

The Sportfish Restoration Act 
paid for roads, parking lots, toilets, 
boat ramps, features for disabled 
users, docks and crappie beds at 
these three sites. Over the years 
more than 50 sites on Missouri's 
lakes and streams have been devel
oped this way. 

FISHERIES MANAGEMENT 

Services for the public, such as fish
eries management advice, technical 
assistance and educational oppor
tunities have been improved with 
funds from the act. Management of 
public ponds and lakes has also 
improved. 

In the near future, money from 
the Sport Fish Restoration Act is 
going to be used in Missouri to 
investigate trophy smallmouth bass 
regulations on Ozark streams and 
to construct a modern, state-of-the-
art hatchery near Warsaw. The wall
eye and other fish produced at the 
hatchery will make fishing even bet
ter in the future. 

AQUATIC EDUCATION 

Money from the Act has been used 
to help over 75,000 Missouri teach
ers and 500,000 students and inner 
city residents understand the nat
ural world of Missouri streams and 
lakes, outdoor ethics, stewardship, 
fish and fishing. 
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Lick Skillet, 
Hungry Mother and 
Hi Lonesome 
BY M A R G O T M C M I L L E N 

ILLUSTRATED BY MARK R A I T H E L 

The history of some Conservation Department 
place names. 
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w hat kind of troll might De 
lurking under Riddle 
Bridge? Are you brave 

enough to stick a toe in Pickle 
Springs? Will you need a shower when 
you come home from Skunk Pond? 

There are 625 areas of public land 
in the care of the Conservation 
Department and somebody had to 
think of a name for each one. There 
are animal names like Skunk Pond, 
family names like Pickle and Riddle, 
Native American names and top
ographical names. Each name car
ries with it a little history. 

"I really like names," says Jim 
Keefe, a past editor of the Missouri 
Conservationist and chairman of the 
name committee for many years. 
While some committee members 
would have been just as happy giving 
each parcel a number, he insisted 
that the committee name each one. 

Most of the names were borrowed 
from well-known places. Keefe and 
his committee studied historic top
ographical maps, which often 
included old place names. Fiddlers 

Ford, the name of a river access in 
Dade County, is a name from an old 
"topo" map. Was it near the home of 
a fiddler? A place for dances? Con
servation agents have a dozen differ
ent opinions, but the original reason 
for the name is a mystery. 

Tywappity, the name of a com
munity lake in Scott County, also 
appeared on old maps. It may have 
been an Indian word, and was some
times spelled Tywapatia or Zewapeta. 
Either way, there's something satis
fying about just saying it. Tywappity. 
The name was too good to pass up. 

The old topographical maps sup
plied some names, but prairies pre
sented a problem. Prairies, not 
being marked with unusual geo
graphical features, often appear as 
spaces on the old maps. While every 
peak, river, rock formation and path 
is named as a landmark, the prairies 
appeared to explorers as something 
to be crossed between landmarks. 

In many cases, 
the Conservation 
Department had a 
free rein in naming 
the public prairies. 
That may be why some 
prairie names seem so matter-
of-fact: Buffalo Wallow Prairie Con
servation Area; Redwing Prairie 
Conservation Area. The names say 
it all. 

Gay Feather, Gama Grass and 
Paint Brush prairies are named for 
plants. Gay Feather is a prolific prai
rie plant also known as blazing star. 
Gama is a tall, coarse prairie grass. 
John Wylie, a retired member of the 
name committee, remembers that 
the bright red Indian paintbrush 
was in bloom the first time the com
mittee visited that prairie, making 
the name inevitable. 

One committee member, Don 
Christisen, loved Indian names. 
Thanks to his efforts, Barton County 
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has two prairies named for branches 
of the Osage tribe: Tzi-Sho and Hun-
kah. One prairie, Wah-Kon-Tah, is 
named for the Osage God. Grand
father Prairie Conservation Area was 
named for "Grandfather the Sun." 
According to Osage tradition, 
Grandfather the Sun and Grand
mother the Moon ordered the earth. 
Osage lodges were built to face east 
to catch the first light of the sun. 

A few Conservation Department 
areas were named to honor special 
people. Sterling Price Community 
Lake is near the governor and Con
federate general's birthplace. The 
name for Ella Ewing Lake was sug
gested by residents of nearby Scot
land County. It is named for a 
beloved local woman who, folks say, 
grew to 8'4" and toured the country 
as a giant with Buffalo Bill's Wild 
West Show, then came back to retire 
in a specially built house. 

A conservation area in Schuyler 
County was almost named "Par
son's Bend," "Snake Den" or "Coal 
Holler." But, the Schuyler County 

name was changed when relatives of 
the original owner asked the 
Department's Brownie Veach to 
help them. It seems the land had 
been home to Henry Clay Dean, a 
famous orator and southern sym
pathizer during the Civil War. 

Dean was "An Archangel," accord
ing to a chapter in Mark Twain's Life 
on the Mississippi. "When Dean 
came," Twain quoted an informant, 
"the people thought he was an 
escaped lunatic; but when he left they 
thought he was an escaped archangel. 
Nonetheless, Dean barely escaped a 
lynching attempt (he got away by tell
ing tearful stories about his wife and 
children). 

Today, his old home place is 
called by the name he gave it — 
Rebel's Cove — and a particular 
access is called Archangel Access. If 
you put your canoe in at Archangel 
Access, you can float the Chariton 
River for many miles, then drift 
along as the river returns to within a 
quarter mile of where you started. 

One other name memorializes 
the troubles of the Civil War. People 
in Vernon County, on Missouri's 
western border, still talk about the 

damage done by Union bushwhack
ers. Their Bushwhacker Lake Con
servation Area stands as one of the 
silent memorials to those times. 

Union Access and Unionville City 
Lake sound like Civil War names but 
they're not. These areas were named 
for nearby towns. Both Union and 
Unionville were founded well before 
the Civil War, and named after cit
izens endured bitter arguments about 
the location of their county seats. 

Conservation Department place 
names were often suggested by local 
people, and taken to the committee 
by the field service agents. Bootleg 
Access and Monkey Mountain Con
servation Area, for example, are 
local place names. Bootleg Access 
was named because an old still once 
operated nearby. 

Monkey Mountain Conservation 
Area is another local "too good to 
pass up" name. According to con
servation agent Fred Krause, there 
are two stories to explain the Holt 
County name. One tells that the site 
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was home to a group of monkeys 
escaped from a circus in nearby St. 
Joseph. The other, more plausible 
theory, is that, according to its 
neighbors, only a monkey could 
negotiate the steep terrain. 

Neighbors have even asked that 
names of sites be changed. Lead-
wood Access in St. Francois County 
was first named Claude DuTisne by 
the committee. DuTisne was the 
first French explorer to cross Mis

souri and report on what he found. 
Apparently, DuTisne's name was 
too hard to pronounce (it's doo 
TEEN) so the neighbors asked that 
it be changed, suggesting Leadwood, 
the name of the nearest town. 
Reluctantly, Keefe agreed. DuTisne 
was one of his heroes. 

O.K. So we have local people sug
gesting locally-known place names. 
Where did the locally-known place 
names come from? Why is Dog's Bluff 
called Dog's Bluff and Blind Pony 
called Blind Pony? Many names, 
including these two, can be traced 
back to their origins — in these cases, 
the first English-speaking men who 
worked on the creeks and rivers. 

On Missouri's waterways, a rip
pling stream could become a raging 
rapid overnight. A tree could fall 
and block the water, a bank could 
cave in. The boatman depended on 
his fellow travelers to tell him what 
the waters were doing. 

Every bend, bluff and rock out
cropping had a name. Dog's Bluff 
was the site where wild dog packs 
roamed. An early raftsman reported 
that the dogs fought each other and 
men, too. Blind Pony marked the 
place where a wild horse, presumably 
blind, fell off a bluff and was killed. 

The origins for other names 
might be complicated and mysteri
ous, but Missouri has an excellent 
resource. The Robert Ramsay place 
names file at the Western Historical 
Manuscripts Collection, University 
of Missouri-Columbia, catalogs 
more than 32,000 place names. 
Ramsay and his students collected 
names, mostly from interviews with 
old-timers, in every county. The col
lection records stories going back t o 
the first European explorers. 

The earliest Missouri waterway 
names are French interpretations of 
Native American words, because the 
French explored with Native Amer
ican guides. Some of the names come 
from the Sauk and Fox, native tribes 
from Illinois who came with the first 
French explorers. "Missouri," for 
example, is a French interpretation 
for a Sauk word. It means "those 
who have big canoes," referring to 
the Missouri natives' dugout canoes 
which were, compared to Illinois 
birchbark canoes, big. 

The name of the Osage tribe 
must have been hard to pronounce. 
"Huzzah" and "Wah-Sha-She" are 
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two attempts that have stayed with 
us. You can visit Huzzah Conserva
tion Area in Crawford County, or 
Wah-Sha-She Prairie Conservation 
Area in Jasper County. 

Finally, the French settled on the 
spelling "Osage," named the river for 
the people, then named a county and 
a city for the river. That name has 
been preserved in three Conservation 
Department holdings, Osage Fork 
Conservation Area, Osage Prairie 
Conservation Area, and Osage-
Tavern Creek Access. None are in 
Osage County. 

There are English names for 
the trails and camps made by 
the Native Americans. Indian 
Camp Access, Indian Creek 
Conservation Area, Indian Hills 
Conservation Area and Indian Trail 
Conservation Area are all names for 
old Native American sites. The 
importantly named Grand Pass Con
servation Area was an Osage trail 
that followed the divide for a mile 
and a half between Salt Fork and 
Missouri Bottoms. Painted Rock 
Conservation Area was named for a 
pictograph, now barely discernable. 

A few Native American names 
come from far away. Catawissa Con
servation Area, in Franklin County, 
is named for a town platted by the 
Frisco Railroad in 1858. The name 
was borrowed from a Pennsylvania 
town. According to tradition, 
"Catawissa" is the Conoy Indian 
word meaning "growing fat." Chris
tian County has a Delaware Town 
Access, named for another eastern 
tribe. A group of Delaware lived for 
a time in that area. 

Many French place names date 
back to the earliest explorers, trap
pers and traders. They traveled the 
rivers, so it was natural for them to 
give the rivers names —- Saline, for 
salty, Platte for flat, Gravois for 
gravel, Loutre for otter. All these 
names have been adopted for Con
servation areas: Saline Valley Con
servation Area, Platte Falls Con
servation Area, Gravois Mills Access 
and Loutre Lick Access. 

Pomme de Terre — the lake and 
the public lands — was named for the 

potatolike plants found growing 
on the original river's banks. The % 
name may go back as far as 1682 
when, local legend claims, Robert 
de la Salle visited the area. In 1806, 
a mapmaker tried to Anglicize the 
name, calling the river "Potato 
River," but the new name didn't stick. 

Despite the problems with 
DuTisne, some early explorers have 
been honored with Conservation 
Department names: Blanchette 
Landing Access is named for an 
early trader — Louis Blanchette, 
nicknamed "Le Chasseur" or "The 
Hunter." In 1769 or 1770, he estab
lished a trading post at this spot in 
present-day St. Charles. Howell 
Island Conservation Area, near 
Blanchette Landing, is named for an 
early pioneer and ferry owner. 

Early Anglo-American settlers 
gave the names to most landmarks, 
and these are the names that often 
seem most interesting to our English-
speaking ears. These names preserve 
stories of the perseverance, humor 
and survival of the early white men. 
Hungry Mother Creek, for example, 
was named after settlers spent a first 
winter. They named the place "Hun
ger's Mother." Today there is a Hun
gry Mother Conservation Area on the 
Howard County site. 

Cowskin Access recalls an old local 
name for Elk River. There are two sto-
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ries to explain the name Cowskin. In 
one, an early settler lost a herd of cows 
— 30 to 40 — to a mysterious ailment 
near the river. In an attempt to make 
something of his loss, he skinned 
them all and left the skins to dry on 
the banks. Another story dates the 
name somewhat earlier to a Catholic 
priest who christened the river after a 
buffalo cow was killed and its skin 
made into a robe. 

Some of the names are pleasant 
— and hopeful. The Ramsay collec
tion tells the story of a Polk County 
settlement called Lick Skillet, per
haps for its greed and poverty. 
There, a "little academy" was 
founded by Cumberland Presbyter
ians who had a pleasant hope for its 
future. The town, and a Conserva
tion Department Conservation 
Area, preserve the name Pleasant 
Hope. 

Providence Access, in Boone 
County, is named for a hardy band 
of settlers from Tennessee who saw 
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their original town, Nashville, swept 
away by the Missouri River flood of 
1844. They moved farther up the 
bluff, taking the name Providence to 
symbolize both their acceptance of 
the loss arid hope they would be 
spared in the future. 

Three names recall days when 
hunting for honey trees was profit
able. To entice settlers to Missouri, 
early writers described trees that 
yielded 50 gallons of honey apiece. 
Honey and beeswax were principal 
exports for some pioneer settlements. 
An Iowa-Missouri border war, the 
"honey war," was touched off when a 
Missourian cut down several bee 
trees in the area claimed by both 
states and was sued in an Iowa court. 

Today, Missouri's public lands are a 
sweet place to visit. We can picnic by 
Adair County's Sugar Creek or pick 
from Honey creeks in either Andrew 
or Cole. (There are seven "Honey 
Creeks" in the Ramsay file, by the way.) 

Pioneer days may have been 
sweet, but our riches were mostly of 
the natural kind. Nobody ever 
found a gem in Newton County's 
Diamond Grove Prairie Conserva
tion Area; settlers named the place 
after a lovely diamond-shaped grove 
of trees. The name of Madison 
County's Silver Mines Recreation 
Site, alas, reflects the wishful think
ing of our early mineral district set
tlers. La Petite Gemme Prairie Con
servation Area (the little gem) is one 
of those names pulled "out of the 
air" by the naming committee. And 
Caldwell County's Bonanza Con
servation Area? It is near the 1881 
town of Bonanza, renowned for its 
vigorous spring. Well, there's a lot 
to be said for good water. 

There are historic names that 
mark places for special trees. Lone 
Jack Conservation Area was named 
for a solitary jack-oak, or black-jack, 
as black oak is called in Missouri. Big 

Oak Lake, in Mississippi County, was 
named for a giant oak tree well-
known as a meeting place for hunters 
and sportsmen. In 1904, when the 
call went out from the Louisiana 
Exposition committee for a slice of 
the biggest tree in Missouri, Big Oak 
was threatened. As the lumber com
pany began to lay rail for a train to 
pull Big Oak out of the forest, a 
visionary group of locals stalled for 
time, argued, and, finally raised 
money to save the giant. The tree 
survived until the 1950s, when it 
died a natural death. 

Some names anchor a place in 
history. Little Dixie reminds us that 
the counties around the conserva
tion area were settled by pioneers 
from the South. Poosey Conserva
tion Area was named for the area 

claimed by settlers from Poosey 
County, Kentucky. 

Bird's Blue Hole, on the bank 
of the Mississippi in Mississippi 
County, marks the spot of a 
"blue hole" created by man and 
nature during the flood of 1927. 

During the flood, several spots in 
the levee were blown up. As flood 
water spilled into the flood plains, it 
relieved pressure from the levees 
that protected towns. The gushing 
water also eroded a circular hole — 
called a "blue hole" or "blew hole" 
— in the flood plain. Bird, by the 
way, is a family name. 

Have a good time when you visit 
Conservation Department lands. If 
you've spent too much time on Hi 
Lonesome Prairie Conservation 
Area in Barton County, shake off 
that lonely feeling on Friendly Prai
rie Conservation Area in nearby Pet
tis. Roast a hot dog at Camden 
County's Fiery Forks Conservation 
Area; see what rises from the ashes 
of your campfire at Phoenix Access. 
And, yes, take a shower, please, 
when you come home from Skunk 
Pond. A 

Margot McMillen is an instructor at 
Westminster College in Fulton. Her 
book on Missouri place names will be 
published by the University of Mis
souri Press in 1994. 
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1994 MISSOURI DEER 
CLASSIC SLATED 
The Missouri Deer Classic 
will take place March 5-6 
in the new Boone County 
Coliseum at the Boone 
County Fairgrounds in 
Columbia. The fair
grounds are located four 
miles north of Interstate 
70 on Highway 63. 

The event, sponsored 
by the Missouri Show-Me 
Big Bucks, Missouri 
Bowhunters, Archery Big 
Bucks and the Missouri 
Taxidermy Association, 
will feature nationally 
known speakers on deer, 
turkey and other game 
and over 100 manufactur
ers' display booths. 

A taxidermy competi
tion will bring together 
the largest taxidermy dis
play of animals in the 
state. The Missouri State 
Championship Wild Tur
key Calling Contest will 
be held Sunday. 

Doors will be open 
from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Sat
urday and 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Sunday. Admission is $5. 
Children under the age of 
eight and accompanied by 
an adult can attend free. 

For more information, 
contact Claudette Roper, 
119 North Street, Farm
ington, 63640, phone 
314/756-7694. 

Edited by Tom Cwynar 

YOUTHS VIE IN DUCK 
STAMP CONTEST 
Young Missouri artists 
will have a chance to win 
$1,000 and a trip to Wash
ington, D.C. in the first 
ever Missouri Junior 
Duck Stamp Conservation 
and Design Contest. 

The contest is spon
sored by the Conservation 
Department and the 
Greater Lake Area Arts 
Council. 

Three first place, three 
second and three third 
place winners plus 16 
honorable mentions will 
be named in each of four 
divisions: K-3, grades 4-6, 
grades 7-9 and grades 10-
12. One of the first place 
winners will be selected as 
Best of Show and the win
ner's design will go on to 
national competition. 

Missouri Outdoors 
Enjoy Missouri Outdoors, the Conservation Depart
ment's television show, on the following stations: 
KCPT 
KETC 
KODE 

KOMU 
KSPR 
WGEM 
KMOS 

Kansas City 
St. Louis 
Joplin 

Columbia 
Springfield 
Quincy 
Warrensburg 

9:30 a.m. Saturdays 
3:30 p.m. Saturdays 
Weekends; Check 
local listing for times 
12 p.m. Saturdays 
11:30 a.m. Saturdays 
8 a.m. Sundays 
5 p.m. Saturdays 

National first, second 
and third place winners, 
their art teachers and one 
of their parents will 
receive free three-day trips 
to Washington, D.C. 

Entries must be 9 x 12 
inches. Any medium is 
acceptable, but the subject 
matter must be ducks, 
geese or swans. Entries 
must be postmarked no 
later than March 15. Judg
ing will take place April 26. 

Send entries to Con
servation Department, 
Education Division, P.O. 
Box 180, Jefferson City, 
65102-0180. 

ART SHOW/SALE 
DRAWS TOP TALENT 
The 22nd Annual National 
Wildlife Art Show and Sale, 
featuring top nature and 
wildlife artists from around 
the world, will run Feb. 24-
27 at the Doubletree Hotel 
in Overland Park, Kansas. 

Admission is $6 at the 
door. Those under 16, 
accompanied by an adult, 
will be admitted free. Tick
ets for the Feb. 24 Preview 
Party Showing cost $20. 
Proceeds of the show go to 
wildlife conservation. 

For more show infor
mation write NWAS, P.O. 
Box 7728, Shawnee Mis
sion, KS 66207 or call 913/ 
888-NWAS. 

AGENT WINS OFFICER 
OF YEAR AWARD 
The law enforcement 
committee of the Mis
sissippi Flyway Council 
recently selected a Mis
souri conservation agent 
as Officer of the Year. 

Holt County Agent 
Russell L. Shifflet was 
commended for contrib
uting outstanding effort 
toward waterfowl enforce
ment. 

Shifflet's many accom
plishments include con
ducting classes in water
fowl and wetlands 
management, extensive 
work on a weekly radio 
show and in newspaper 
articles, and his active 
promotion of a wetland 
reserve program. 

Thanks to his law 
enforcement efforts dur
ing the 1992-93 waterfowl 
season, 23 defendants 
paid about $2,200 in fines 
and forfeiture for water
fowl violations. 

Shifflet patrols 55 miles 
of the Missouri River and 
30 miles of the Nodaway, 
including some 15,000 
acres of wetlands, which 
are visited by 150,000 
ducks and 400,000 snow 
geese each year. 

FOR KIDS AND BY KIDS 
The Conservationist will 
publish selected stories, 
poems and artwork creat
ed by kids in a fall issue. 
Children of all ages are 
invited to submit work. 

See the Almanac sec
tion in the January issue 
for complete details. 

All entries must be 
postmarked by April 1, 
1994. Send submissions 
to: "For Kids," Conserva
tion Department, P.O. 
Box 180, Jefferson City, 
65102-0180. 
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ENTER 1994 URBAN 
PHOTO CONTEST 
Photographers, both ama
teur and professional, are 
encouraged to enter their 
best efforts in the Con
servation Department's 
Third Annual Urban Con
servation Photo Contest. 

Entries must be orig
inal 35mm or larger color 
transparencies (slides) 
taken in Missouri and 
must have a theme of con
servation in an urban set
ting. Last year's winning 
photo was of a peregrine 
falcon tending her chick 
on a St. Louis skyscraper. 
The year before, the top 
photo captured a family of 
Canada geese as they 
approached a stop sign. 

The winning photo will 
be made into a poster 
encouraging urban con
servation in Missouri. The 
poster will be distributed 
at the Missouri State Fair 
and at Conservation 
Department offices. The 
winning photographer 
will receive a framed 
poster, a certificate and a 
copy of Eye of the Eagle. 

Deadline for this year's 
entries is May 31. 

Chmielniak 

COMMENTS SOUGHT 
ON FOREST OHV TRAIL 
The Mark Twain National 
Forest seeks public input 
on a draft environmental 
impact statement for a 
proposed system of 
motorized trails for off-
highway recreation vehi
cles on the Salem and 
Potosi ranger districts. 

The draft report 
reviews nine alternative 
plans, ranging from elim
inating OHV trails to 
establishing a 308-mile 
trail system. 

The public has until 
Feb. 23 to comment. Cop
ies of the draft environ
mental impact statement 
are available by writing 
Forest Supervisor, Mark 
Twain National Forest, 
401 Fairgrounds Road, 
Rolla, 65401. 

TOP CALLERS AND 
HOOTERS SQUARE OFF 
The St. Louis Longbeards 
Chapter of the National 
Wild Turkey Federation 
will hold the 1994 Mid 
America Open Wild Tur
key Calling and Owl 
Hooting Championships 
during the St. Louis Boat 

by Betty Chmielniak Grace 
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'Cold enough for you?" 

OUTDOOR TIPS 

Make feeding 
stations more 
attractive to song
birds during periods 
of ice and snow by 
offering grit such as 
coarse sand or 
ground oyster 
shells. The latter is 
available at feed 
stores. Lacking 
teeth, the birds need 
grit to grind seeds in 
their gizzards. 

and Sports Show at St. 
Louis's Cervantes Con
vention Center Feb. 12. 

The competition, one 
of the largest in the coun
try, offers as prizes more 
than $5,000 in cash, shot
guns and trophies. 

Callers must belong to 
the National Wild Turkey 
Federation. Registration is 
limited. For more infor
mation or to register early 
write Bill Harding, 4613 
Miller Road, House 
Springs, 63051, or call 
314/677-3044. 

FISH DEALER/FEE FISH 
LISTS BEING UPDATED 
Missourians who sell pri
vately raised fish or who 
offer fishing privileges on 
private land will want to 
be included in two pub
lications currently being 
updated by the Conserva
tion Department. 

"Missouri Fish Dealers" 
lists information about 
commercial fish suppliers, 
and "Missouri Fee Fishing 
Areas" provides informa
tion about the places peo
ple can pay to go fishing. 

The Conservation 
Department distributes 
the publications free of 

charge in response to 
inquiries from the public. 

To obtain the forms 
necessary for a listing, 
write Fish Dealers/Fee 
Fishing, P.O. Box 180, Jef
ferson City, 65102-0180. 
Deadline for new listings 
is March 1. 

Updated publications 
will be ready in late spring 
and can be obtained by 
writing the same address. 

GAME MEASURERS 
COME TO BUSCH AREA 
A measuring session to 
score North American big 
game horns will be con
ducted at the August A. 
Busch Conservation Area 
in St. Charles from 9 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. Feb. 5. 

Measurers from Pope 
& Young, Boone & Crock
ett and Missouri Big 
Bucks will be on hand to 
perform the scoring. 

If you have a trophy 
you'd like measured or are 
just curious about the pro
cess, stop by. There is no 
charge for the program. 

For more information 
call Busch area head
quarters during normal 
business hours at 314/ 
441-4554. 
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Trout Togetherness 
BY JIM Low 

For many Missouri anglers, March 1 is the first day of Spring. 

o nee each year, the frigid springs of 
Missouri's four trout parks become 
healing waters with the ability to 

soothe souls afflicted by cabin fever. Anglers 
respond with lemminglike migrations, creat
ing scenes like this season opener at Bennett 
Spring State Park. 

Upwards of 10,000 men, women and chil
dren turn out for the March 1 event, and 
that's just the ones who buy trout tags! They 
stand elbow-to-elbow, mostly in good humor, 
awaiting the siren that signals the start of the 
seven-month trout season. 

Thousands more watch from the banks as 
their spouses, parents, children or friends 
search for enough open water to dunk a lure. 
Others come simply to take in the spectacle. 

The price of fishing at Missouri's trout 
parks is $8 for a Resident Fishing permit and 
$3 a day for a trout tag. Trout parks operated 
by the Missouri Department of Natural 
Resources (DNR) include: Bennett Spring 
State Park near Lebanon, Montauk State Park 
near Salem and Roaring river State Park near 
Cassville. 

Maramec Spring Park near St. James is a 
privately owned trout park. It, too, is open to 
the public. The Conservation Department 
manages the hatcheries that provide the trout 
that are stocked in the four park streams. 

Interested in joining the annual angling cir
cus? Call 1-800-334-6946 for information 
about services and facilities at the DNR trout 
parks or (314) 265-7387 for information 
about Maramec Spring Park. A 

W Jim Low is a writer with the Conservation 
% Department. 


