
A Nature Center 
in Mid-Missouri 
BY LISA A. DEBRUYCKERE 

Jefferson City's new 
Runge Conservation 
Nature Center will 
show visitors exciting 
new ways to learn 
about nature and 
conservation. 

The Conservation Department 
will open the doors July 10 to 
a 27,000 square foot nature 

center located in western Jefferson 
City. The center offers a fascinating 
look at Missouri's forest, fish and 
wildlife resources. 

By visiting the new Runge Con
servation Nature Center, you'll dis
cover many of the places in Mis
souri where plants and animals live, 
and how the Conservation Depart
ment manages these lands. Exhibits 
feature interesting creatures such as 
black rat snakes and gray treefrogs. 
Displays describe why we burn 

Exhibits like this one will be part of 
the attractions at the new Runge Con
servation Nature Center in Jefferson 
City. Visitors will discover how the 
Conservation Departments manages 
lands for wildlife. 

prairies to ensure their survival and 
the wildlife associated with them. 

We'll take you into the mysteri
ous world of swamps, where a rare 
species of rabbit swims. And you'll 
see examples of fish adapted to fast 
moving Ozark streams with special 
fins and slim bodies. 

The new nature center includes 
three paved hiking trails and two 
wood chip trails. Our Woods and 
Wildlife and Backyard Habitat trails 
combine nature and your backyard 
all in one. These trails are complete 
with backyard exhibits to dem
onstrate how you can landscape 
your backyard to attract songbirds 
and butterflies. 

The nature center building will 
be open seven days a week from 8 
a.m. to 6 p.m. The hiking trails will 
be open 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. April 1 
through September 30 and 8 a.m. to 
6 p.m. October 1 through March 31. 

We have activities and exhibits 
for all ages and offer many pro
grams in the evenings and on week
ends. All indoor facilities and one 
hiking trail are accessible to people 
with disabilities. 

The Runge Conservation Nature 
Center is located in western Jeffer
son City, one-half mile north of 
Highway 50 on Highway 179. 

For more information or a map, 
contact Runge Conservation Nature 
Center at P.O. Box 180, Jefferson 
City 65102. A 

Lisa A. DeBruyckere has been a 
nature center manager one-and-a-
half years. Prior to that she was a 
wildlife district supervisor and super
vised the interpretive program at the 
August A. Busch Memorial Conserva
tion Area near St. Charles. 


